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Kearney Park Board Minutes---Tuesday Nov. 21 2017 meeting 

(No Dec ’17 Jan ‘18 meeting) 

 

 
On Tuesday November 21st, 2017 the Kearney Park Board met for its monthly 

meeting.  Jeff Couchman called the meeting to order. Eric Marshall gave the oath 

of office to new Park Board member Randy Pogue.  Members present were Jeff 

Couchman, Julie Jones, Randy Pogue, and Gerri Spencer.  Todd Stowe and 

Connie Crawford were absent. Staff members present were Ryan Marcotte and 

Eric Marshall.     

Gerri Spencer made the motion to accept the minutes from the September 19, 

2017 meeting.  Julie Jones seconded the motion.  The motion carried 4-0. 

 

 

Old Business—Eric mentioned that Park maitenence continues, as many trees are 

being cut down, along with major trimming in the Disc Golf Course area.  

Bathrooms have been winterized at Mack Porter Park, along with the drinking 

fountains along the walking trails and in the parks.   

Staff told the board, that many emails and calls from patrons requesting evening 

play, with lights at the Pickle Ball court.  Staff told the board, this really would 

not affect summer play due to the extended daylight hours, but during the fall, 

winter and early spring, after 5 pm it is dark, and patrons would like to use the 

facility.  Staff mentioned we did have this as a dawn to dusk park, but feel if 

weather is good, people should take advantage of the facilities we provide.  Staff 

mentioned that they are recommending to the board an 8 pm timeframe for lights 

to be used, if feasible with light cost and timer installed.  Gerri Spencer said she 

had received calls from patrons wishing to play, and contacted the area homes 

close by asking if lights would bother them to be on to an early evening, and be 

shut off by a certain time.  Gerri stated the homeowners had no problems with an 

8 pm cut off time.  Jeff Couchman asked if this would start immediately, and staff 

stated they would have to check if a timer could be found, cost of doing this, and 

if feasible would probably start in springtime.  Gerri made a motion to allow 

evening access with lights at the skatepark/pickle ball court to 8 pm.  Julie Jones 

seconded the motion, and the motion carried 4-0.   

Staff reported they were disheartened that the Fall Kids Fest was cancelled this 

year, due to rain the first weekend and extreme wind, where the inflatable air toy 

company would not allow them to be put up on the second weekend.  This is the 

first time we have had to cancel the event, but know safety comes first with the air 

toys.   

Ryan mentioned that Oktoberfest is really starting to grow, and feels the change 

from evening time to afternoon is the big reason.  This year the event was held on 

October 7th.  Ryan mentioned once again the polka band played, and the Knights 

of Columbus provided the German food and beverages for a fee.  Cost to enter 

was $5 once again.   

Staff reported that the first stocking of 500 trout was placed in Jesse James Park 

lake, and we anticipate to have two more stockings during January and February.  

The response we have gotten has been phenomenal, with many people who we 
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usually don’t see fishing during the year, are taking advantage of the new program 

through the Missouri Department of Conservation.  It is the goal in a year, to have 

a fishing dock installed off of the pond dam leading out to the deepest part of the 

lake 

 

New Business As mentioned in September, we are now on line with Civic Rec 

hosting the sign ups for our youth flag football, basketball, spring time 

baseball/softball league, and then in fall with girls volleyball.  Ryan mentioned 

getting used to the system took some time, but he is much more confortable with 

it, and parents really seem to like it, not having to come in on weekends, 

evenings, to get their child signed up for activities…..they just log in, make an 

account, and sign their child or multiple children up.  The web page for youth sign 

ups is KearneyParks.com   

We purchased banners for each sport, volleyball, baseball/softball, flag football, 

and basketball, and hang them at various locations, such as some schools 

announcing that sign ups are now taking place for each event we host.   

At the last meeting, Jenni Hayes came before the board stating that a fundraising 

effort is underway to install a splash pad in Lions Park.  The board gave their 

blessing to have the location in Lions Park, but the Park Board tasked Ryan and 

Eric to recommend the best location with planned improvements, future 

renovations in mind.  Eric mentioned both he and Ryan studied the Lions Park 

layout, water/sewer locations, along with electricity needs, and recommended to 

the board that the Splash Pad committee have the site just south of the Old 

Firehouse, due to the water, sewer, electricity in the general location.  It was also 

discussed easy access, with the planned removal of the east/west trees and berm 

being removed, and proposed walkway accessibility from splash pad site to the 

playground and shelter areas.  This is a very visible site, which is what you want, 

as it reduced the chance of vandalism.   

Jenny asked to make a comment, to inform the board that no entrance to the 

splash park would come off of Hwy 33, but the other three sides.  Sidewalks are 

also to be installed from the parking area to access the splash pad.  Gerri wanted 

to make sure that when the splash pad concept is finalized, a detailed layout be 

given to the Park Board for final approval, especially since we have stated 

sidewalks to parking areas and the splash pad be enclosed with fencing.    Both 

Eric and Ryan stated we would require this to be done as a final plan before the 

final ok.   Randy Pogue made a motion to allow the land in Lions Park south of 

the Old Firehouse be given as the site for the future Splash Pad with final drawing 

given at a future Park Board meeting for approval.  Gerri Spencer seconded the 

motion, and the motion passed 4-0. 

   

 

STAFF COMMENTS AND ADJOURNMENT    
After no further board comments, and there being no further business on the 

agenda, a motion was made by Julie Jones, and seconded by Geri Spencer  to 

adjourn.  
 

Approved: _____________________                       Attest: _________________ 

                  Jeff Couchman Chairperson                           Julie Jones Secretary 
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